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MEDIA RELEASE 
 

Lubbock County Sheriff’s Office, Sheriff Kelly Rowe 

712 Main Street 

 

Lubbock Metro Investigating Deadly Shooting in South Lubbock; arrest made. 

 

 

The Lubbock County Sheriff’s Office received a report of gunfire last night, 4/22/2026, at 7:20 

pm. The caller reported they had shot and killed one person. 

 

Lubbock County Sheriff’s deputies immediately responded to the 1600 block of 126th Street. 

Michael Joseph Owens, age 37, was located on the property with a fatal gunshot wound. The 

caller, who reported they were also the shooter, was still on the property and turned himself in to 

law enforcement.  

 

This is an active investigation that has been turned over to the Lubbock Metropolitan Special 

Crimes Unit. During the course of this investigation, a murder warrant was issued for the 

shooter, who was identified as Michael Vernie Owens. Mr. Owens has been arrested and is 

currently in the Lubbock County Detention Center.  

 

Emergency – 911  

Non-emergency – 806.775.1600 

Media Liaison: Cpl. Tracie Manthei 

E-mail: TManthei@LubbockCounty.gov 

Phone: 806-620-9077 

Released: 4/23/2026 
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